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appear to be discretionary. But an even more im-
portant indication of the spirit of the law is found in
the inclusion of the last category in the list. This is
a return to the unfortunate system of transferring
men from the home to the colonial service, a system
which has been held accountable for much of the
French lack of success in colonization in the past,
and which was discarded many years ago. The re-
lapse into the old ways is emphasized by a general
provision at the end of the decree to the effect that
transfers between the civil services of France and
Indo-China can be authorized by the Government.
Change in the Object of the School
It is clear that the Colonial School, instead of ex-
panding as was originally intended, until it became
the chief means of training colonial officials, has
been curtailed and crowded out until it has become
only one of the many sources, and one of rather
secondary importance at that. The fact is that the
French system of recruiting the colonial service is
not framed on any consistent plan. It has been
modified from time to time, not so much to accord
with the results of experience, as in consequence of
pressure, and its present form is the effect of trying
to please everybody.
OTHER METHODS OF ENTERING THE SERVICE
At the same time it is only fair to add that some
officials of experience are of opinion that there are